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tries appeared likely; the matter, however, was settled by the Treat}- of St. Petersburg (August, 1881) by virtue of which Russia retained a smaller slice of Kuldja than she had secured in 18797 received an indemnity of 9 million rubles, and was granted new trade privileges in China, Mongolia, and Chinese Turkestan.
Expansion in the north Pacific brought Russia for the first time in conflict with Japan. Unable to prevent Russian encroachments in Sakhalin, the Japanese were forced to agree, by a treaty of 1855, to the joint administration of the island. This arrangement, however, proved unworkable, the Russians gradually extending their settlements and crowding out the Japanese. By the Treaty of St, Petersburg (1875) Japan ceded Sakhalin to Russia in exchange for the recognition of Japanese sovereignty over the Kurile Islands, which since the end of the eighteenth century St. Petersburg had claimed as Russian territory. From the Japanese point of view the exchange was a poor bargain exacted under duress.
The expansion in the Amur and the Pacific regions was effected, especially in its early stage, against the wishes of the Russian ministry of foreign affairs. In the delicate international situation of the period before and after the Crimean War, Nesselrode, and later Gorchako\% feared the repercussions of the imperialistic schemes launched, with little regard for diplomatic niceties, by Muravev and his subordinates. Yet territorial aggrandizement in the Far East had a strong appeal to the tsar and the nationalistically-minded bureaucrats and generals. It offered the solace Russian amour propre craved after the defeat suffered in the Crimean War. In 1858, on the occasion of the signature of the Aigun treaty, Muravev was rewarded with the title of "Count Muravev-Amursky," although some of his lieutenants had only recently been threatened with court-martial for the unauthorized seizure of the very territories in the possession of which the imperial government now gloried. The ambition of Russian imperialism was suggested by the name of the newly founded Vladivostok, which means in Russian "Rule over the East."
EXPANSION IN CENTRAL ASIA
Russian expansion in central Asia was on a larger scale than in the Far East; the military and financial effort involved was vastly greater, and the relentless southward movement of the Russian frontier, until it reached the Afghan border, had a profound effect on Russian